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led to terrible calamities, while the theory of Bentham
has at present led to nothing worse than a certain
amount of disappointment. How is it then that

these wholly or partially exploded speculations still

vfek

exercise a most real and practical influence on politi-
cal thought ? The fact is that political theories are
endowed with the faculty possessed by the hero of
the Border-ballad. When their legs are smitten off
they fight upon their stumps. They produce a host
of words, and of ideas associated with those words,
which remain active and combatant after the parent
speculation is mutilated or dead. Their posthumous
influence often extends a good way beyond the
domain of politics. It does not seem to me a fan-
tastic assertion that the ideas of one of the great
novelists of the last generation may be traced to
Bentham, and those of another to Rousseau. Dickens,
who spent his early manhood among the politicians
of 1832 trained in Bentham's school, hardly ever
wrote a novel without attacking an abuse. The
procedure of the Court of Chancery and of the
Ecclesiastical Courts, the delays of the Public Offices,
the costliness of divorce, the state of the dwellings of
the poor, and the condition of the cheap schools in
the North of England, furnished him with what he
seemed to consider, in all sincerity, the true moral of
a series of fictions. The opinions of Thackeray have
a strong resemblance to those to which Rousseau